
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



582 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

preparation for the gospel, so that this small book should be of service 
to many. It is a serial, belonging to the " Guild Textbooks of the 
Church of Scotland." The aim of the series is praiseworthy, "to 
deepen the intelligent interest of the laity in all questions connected 
with the origin, nature, history, and extension of the Christian reli- 
gion." Professor Wenley's contribution to this end is to explain the 
successive stages of development through which the human race passed 
in its moral, social, and religious preparation for Christianity ; and to 
show when, by what peoples, and how the various elements of life 
which produced this development came to humanity. 

The book is written from the modern philosophical point of view. 
The author has already published several works treating of philosophy 
and religion, and here again we observe the scholarship, the clear 
thinking, the skill in expression, and the religious earnestness of the 
earlier works. Perhaps the strongest portion of the book is the first 
half of it, in which the spirit, motive, and content of the Greek philoso- 
phy are presented. With striking effect the value, and at the same time 
the limitations, of the Greek contribution to moral development are 
shown. The supplemental contribution came from Judaism, whose- 
" eternal message was the unity of God and the oneness of real man- 
hood in him" (p. 105). He finds, and truly, the uniqueness of Israel 
in her prophets and their utterances. The contribution of Rome to 
the preparation for Christianity was the political unification of man, 
with its consequent development and interchange of ideas, which 
opened the way for a universal religion and a universal brotherhood 
under one supreme God. C. W. Votaw. 

The University of Chicago. 

Life, Death, and Immortality. With Kindred Essays. By 
William M. Bryant, M.A., LL.D., Instructor in Psychol- 
ogy and Ethics, St. Louis Normal and High School. New 
York: The Baker & Taylor Co., 1898. Pp. viii -f- 442. Si. 75. 

These essays are an outgrowth of a desire on the part of the author 
to interpret by means of modern scientific thought the fundamental 
conceptions constituting the core of Christian doctrine. The following 
subjects are treated : " Life, Death, and Immortality," " Oriental 
Religions," " Buddhism and Christianity," " Christianity and Mohamed- 
anism," " The Natural History of Church Organizations," " The Heresy 
of Non- Progressive Orthodoxy," "Miracles," "Christian Ethics as 
Contrasted with the Ethics of Other Religions," " Eternity." 



RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE 583 

These topics are far too vast to admit of very satisfactory discussion 
in so short a space. The rationalistic point of view is maintained with 
rare consistency throughout the work. One wishes that the study had 
been made rather more intensive, especially in the treatment of Bud- 
dhism and Mohamedanism. The author claims that Buddhism is 
based on superstition. Christianity is the absolute religion, because it 
is the religion of reason, the abiding principle of the universe. The 
soul of man is immortal " because of the highly complex character of 
its essential life." Church organization in its various forms is both 
natural and necessary, as the outworking of certain dominating ideas or 
types of mind. Miracles are essentially psychical, and are only in 
appearance physical. The resurrection of Lazarus was his conversion. 
The resurrection of Jesus was a spiritual effect produced upon the 
minds of the disciples by meditating upon the life and words of the 
Master. The essay on "Eternity," the least satisfactory of any, is a per- 
sonal review of the author's experience in arriving at his present stage 
of liberal views on religious doctrine. Eliphalet A. Read. 

Kalamazoo College, 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 

The Problems of Philosophy. An Introduction to the Study 
of Philosophy. By John Grier Hibben, Ph.D., Stuart 
Professor of Logic in Princeton University. New York : 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1898. Pp. 204. $1. 

This work aims " to give a simple statement of the various schools 
of philosophy, with the salient features of their teachings, and to 
indicate the chief points at issue in reference to controverted ques- 
tions." That which it attempts it achieves. It is accurate, clear, 
comprehensive ; has in it no fog, dust, or darkness ; hides nothing 
away in technicalities ; and is just fitted for one who is about to enter 
upon a study of philosophy, or of its history, and wishes first for a 
general view of philosophical questions. The first chapter is " A Plea 
for Philosophy." The second states concisely the eight problems 
which are presented more fully successively in the remaining eight 
chapters. They are, in their order, as follows : the problems of being ; 
of the world ; of mind ; of knowledge ; of reason ; of conscience ; 
of political obligation ; and of beauty. In the " Plea for Philo- 
sophy " the position is well taken and maintained that philosophy is 
not to be limited to an elect few, but that it is the common property 
and business of all ; that, as reason is a universal human endowment, so 



